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On Feb. 13, over 2,000 workers rallied in Managua to protest the government's decision to sell
state-owned enterprises to foreign investors, and to express support for the nation's 20,000 health
sector employees on strike for the past three weeks. National Workers Front (FNT) leaders, who
organized the demonstration, said a nationwide strike is likely if the government fails to comply
with terms established in the October "concertacion" agreements. FNT leader Ronaldo Membreno
told Spanish news service EFE that the government was turning over 400 state-run enterprises to
foreign investors under the pretext of paying off Nicaragua's foreign debt. Jose Angel Bermudez,
another FNT leader, criticized the government for applying harsh economic austerity measures to
reduce the fiscal deficit and control inflation while ignoring the consequences. He said the current
International Monetary Fund-directed policy would result in 30% unemployment among public
employees. Jose Adan Rivera, leader of a Sandinista agricultural workers organization, called
for turning over 46 existing agro-industry enterprises to employees. Rivera said that over 30,000
agricultural workers have lost their jobs since President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro took power
in April last year. Presidency deputy minister Antonio Ibarra condemned the Feb. 12 attack on
Health Ministry representatives by striking employees. He asserted that the government would
not negotiate with workers who resort to violence. With respect to physicians' demands for salary
increases, Ibarra said that in view of the country's current economic situation, "it's like asking for
snow in the summer." (Basic data from EFE, ACAN-EFE, 02/13/91)
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